May 2%, 1958

Dr, Lee DuBridge
California Institute of Technology
Pasadena 4, California

Dear Dr, Duliridge:

Thank you very much for sending the f&ll text of your talk, I would assume
that you have already submitted the esubstance of your remarks to the Conpgressional
committees vhich are considering the NASA Bill,

Having read the full text, I am sure you will find that moat of the scientific
comrunity 1s thinking along very eimilar lines, HMany of us may have made n
strategic error in criticizing the Administration for the lov priority it had
riven Vanpuard; novw the milk is spilt, we ere almost certainly over-reacting,

The polnt about manned spacsflight seems to me esneclally cogent, Yost lay-
mentwill have a difficult time distinguishing between sclentific and adventurous
exploration, and in discerning the advantages of instrumented flights versue the
casential meaninglessness of the 'direct' experience of manned flight.

put it appears as if the Alr Force is already cormitted to an unshakesble
objective of manned svace flight, and I don't see how it will be possible to
divert very large sums of money from such objectives to more plausible ones,
Perhaps they can arpue that vhile the arguments you sumepize read very plausibly
against the military value of a lunar base, they cannot afford to overlook any
possibility that would bear on the national security, Ve cewtainly do not havs
all the information we ought to have bef'ore raking cond¢lueive judmmente~- lor
axariple by some oextrapdlation of the already tenuous arguments in the enclosure
it is not altogpethor impoassible that the luner surface mipght have some unsuspected
possibilitice by way of raw materials for fuel and nutrient. Hovever, one doubts
that the impulse to & program of manned spaceflight is based on any scientifie
rensoning. There is certainly poing to be & perfectly understandable bias on the
part of miassile mamufacdurers and supporting industries in faver of a crash propram;
the long=standing spoce-oriented ambitions of the erstwile Fesnemunde group is
no small factor either, One can only hope that the impending NASA will serve as
e channel for thz best, disinterested scientific advice that you mention in your
talk ss esaential for a balsnced appreech, It still seens to me fantaatic that
the Congress should have cut back the N3F budget from ite not very impreessive
initial reconmendation at the same timo that it 1s contermplating such huge expen-
ditures in space resenrsh,

If I ean help 4in any way in seconding your position, or to mebilizme what I know
to be the overvhel-ing scientific orninion iIn faver of it in this community. rlease
let me knowu,

Yours sincerely,

Joshue Lederberg
Profagnor of Cereotics



